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By W. J. HENDI!GO“"'
N the art nfummﬂﬁ-‘

exists, compelling its velaries o
write and publish strangely dull and w»-
informing books. Nothing mare stupefy-
ing tham the typical volume of mmmieal
biography or history cam-be eonesived,
and nothing is more depressing than the
representative collection of emsys om
musical themes. Therefors, when some
laughter or arouses angry passioms the -
wearied reviewer, if nol the resder, should
be profoandly i'rlhfal. _

Carl Van Veehten is the name of
eritic whose ehief prineiple appears to be
know nothing about its history, or its
technic, since such knowledge eam give
rise only to pu:lngq:c utterance. There is

nothing pedagogic in Mr. Van Vechien's
\th_m Interpreters and Interpre-
tations (Alfred A. Knopf). The interpre-
ters who are sketebed with literary facility
and genmine interest are Fremsiad, Far-
rar, Garden, Chalispine, Mazarin, Guil-
bert asd Nijinsky. Of no ome of them
has Mr. Van Vechten anything partics-
larly new or informing to say, but he has
written with warm interest and personal
quahty.
Van Vechtenuities.

Much the better part of his book is
that about interpreiations. His best es-
say is The Problem of Style in the Pro-
duction of Opera. ' Katurally there 18-
much about Gordom Craig and Adelphe
Appia, without whom writers of Mr. Van
Vechten's type are as hopelessly at dea as
they are without FErik Satie and Leo Om-
stein. But the anthor has here produced
an esday which is both pravtical and ideal
and’ which is, above g, isteresting and

Next in importance is the essay entitied
Wiy Music Is Unpopular. Cunously
enough, Mr. Van Vechten has not proved
that it is unpopular, and probably not one
reader in ten supposes that it is. Bat tak-
ing that for grauted, the essay is delizht-
ful” It publishes all its antbor's views
about eritics who indulge in-Sights of po-
etic Thapsody (sach as he himself some-
times takes in writing of Mary Garden)
and thosa prdagogues pn--
viomly mentionad. l{ is & refreshing bit
of personal temper. -

A large and furuid-blo |ooking maunical
book is The Orchestra and I'ts Imstrument s,
by Bsther Singleton, published by the
Sympbeny Society of Néw York. One may
be pardoned for regarding this work-with

somse astonishment. - There seemed to be .-

no erying oesd for book on the
orchestra, but if the Symplony Socicty
wished to bave ome fur its own privale
pugposes it miglll-‘ have iovited its
leagsed conductogs r. Damrosch, to
write it. The pictures would have been
jusé as zood and there womld mot*have
l-a- sb maoy lmntab!e blnndrn in the
text. H % Al
The Pianists Talk.

Great Piawist on Piano Planing. by
James Francis Cooke (Theodore Presger),
is a book of u different type. Mr. Cooke
is the editor of the Etude, and be has
collected in this volume a mumber of
interviews with ists about their ari.
l‘ulmpa' the most instrurli\'e purtiun of
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TIF Trustees of Columbia University,
under the provisions of the Joseph
Pulitzer Foundation, have just awarded
the $1.000 prize for “‘the best biography
of “the year teaching patriotic and un-
selfish service to the people’ to

- Mr.
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book is that written by
...lf.uuytlte.h&mts
ey very rays upon the

hl'
making of piamists. Not the least bril-
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- of comparatively
place 15 un-
That a similar record of the

Philbarmonie Society of this city should
be made goes without mayi One was

: ‘Ing.
put Lorth t} H. E. Krehbiel in 1892 and
now on the oeccadion of the society's sev-
elb-lﬂh apniversary it Issues another,

The lover of mmsie will always read
with deep interest of the progress of the
Philhgymonic Society. It has had iis
trials and its tribulations, as well as ils
triumphs, and it brings comfort to the
anvions soul to know that its future is
safe in the hands of Josef Stransky, who
has so perfectly fulfilled all-the artistic

- ideals of its supporters.

Mr. Huncker has told his story bri-fly
and with point. He has given secounts of
the coming and going of sucecssive con-
ductors. He- bay enurherated the works
produeed by the society. He has also
carnestly endcasered te eorreet the erro-
neous impression that the organization
was placed upon a footing of princely
independence by the bequest of the lale
Joseph Pulitzer. He even goes so far as
to ussert that the Philbarmonie still faees
‘an annual deficit and that it needs econ-
tinuous belp.

This might be sadly disconraging were
it nof for the well established fact that
orchestral organizations ail need help.
The receipts and the expenditares invari-
ably show a woefnl discrepancy. The
nohlest bhero of the archestral world is
the guarantor, the strong man whose bask
account stands reads-to: meet the -dread

advanee of the eost of performance:- -All-
-who have loved the Philkarmonie Society

in its historic past will devoutly hope that
guarantors will make its future a Jong
stream of glory and that far many vears
Stransky’s readings of Liszt will
give Jol' and Ilu mt«pn'hlmm of
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U NO LO\G!R (m'\'r trans-
lated from the French Tu n' es
Pius Rien of René Boylesve by Louise

‘Beymour Houghton, is pot 50 mueh 8 war_

povel as a study of the heart and soul of
Ddeite Jaequelin, a yomng French woman
widowad in the carly days of the war. It
i very different from anything we have
had in the way of war books and deals
I‘iﬂl a prohlem which is at' the erntre of
nrrv one's keart,

Monsienr Boslest'e shows not only how
wrang but bow impossible it is to devote
yourself t6 individua! sorrow when “hu-

: Benjamin Franklin

By W. Cabell Bruce

Twp Volumes.

Octave. Over 1.000 Pages.

S5.00 Net. (Add 87, for Peostage..

“It i much the best and most complete work

of Princeton says: €Vcr Written on Franklin, I feel justified in
= saving this because I had occasion last sprivg 10
lwk up the many works on Franklin prepara-
tory to an address which I had to deliver befor e
tiie Philosophical Society in Phll.idt]ph?d 2
PRESIDENT ALDERMAN, “I: i clear that you have done a nobie, mony-

Univ. of Virginia, says:

'
the ut

men ui picce of work and I am very pruui fi -r
ers u~ 's sake ghat one of its s

s has

abl J; owerfully interpreted a great Amer
can ;-‘..f wopher and statesman. ll' bk Tr-
longs E:-.\'.c:j. good library o orfd.™

G. P. PUTNAM'S SONS London
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new enviroament the festivals have ne-

quired an urbanity and a sophistication °

whieh it is diffienlt to sssociate with the
spirit of Bach and the Thomas Chuzch.

Technigally the concerts are betier than -
they wére in the early days, though even -

in this théy fall short in some respests.
It is hot easy now to find soloists to sing
Bach as the first Bethlehem stars sang
him. Some have outlived the days of
their power and some—brave Evan Will-
jams, for instance—have lately joined
the ranks of the ehoir of eternal singers of
the Magnificat. No one bas quite filled
the place of Gertrude Stein, albeit in
Emma Roberts Mr. Wolle seems to have
found a pmm-g sucerssor.

The BB minor mass now oceupies the two
Saturday sessions every vear, while Fri-
day gives Bach lovers oppertunities to
hear works less familiar.  Mr. Walters;
who is the registrar and assidant prefes-
sor of English in Lehigh University. has
done his work well. His book is inlerest-
ing and it is accurate. There bave been
times of trouble in the history of the
Baeh festivals, and while Mr. Walters has
touehed these matters with a gentle hand
he has faithfully recounted their story.

Excursions in Musical Hjstory ¢H. W.
Gray Company), by Helen and Clarenes

. Diekin=on, is based on the annual series

of historieal organ recitals giveh in the
Union Theological Seminary of this eity
by Mr. Dickinson. There is naturally no
attempt at originulily in ressareh sor any
delving after recondite matter.: The-pur-
pose of the authors Las spparently been
to tmal. certain salient mh_]oﬂ.d of musi-

*YOU No Longer Count”

munity, which bas little remembrance of
its own tlls and which Iike a kitten hastens
to play with the first ray of sunshine,”
depends for this sunshine upon each of ns,

Qdette prefers her personal grief —
revels in it in faet, and when she is torn
from it by a foree greater than herself
she resents it and sirugeles against the
larger feeling in vain. She leaves Paria
for the seashore where she spent the last
happy days with her husband, hoping for
solitude in which to nurse her grief, but
instead of a deserted pleasure resort she
finds a lunding place for troops and a
hospitad Tor wonnded soldiers in which she
becomes a nurse.  After several years she
marries a blinded soldser.

The transformation of Odette from a
shallow and selfish socicty woman to the
noble and self foreetful charncter whieh
she beeomes i= only one example of what
the war has done for thousands of peo-
ple¢ and bears out the truth, according to
Monsieur Boylesve, that “Yoes no longer
connt!  The mdivylual 15 dead. Provi-
stonally, but for a time which we eannot
estimate, the Individual is dead.  In fact
o no longer have any rights, not even
the right to mourn vour unending crief.
The moment has come to mourn more

largely, more grandly. The only hope
of a resurreetion lies in giving oneself to
the common need and losing one=elf in
Ill.t.{--..
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Bovirsve, Charles Scribner 's Sons. 8150

| By the Author of ““El Supremo’
EDWARD LUCAS WHITE

The UNWILLING VEST AL

A wendeful
100 ne Portage .f .ﬂn e,
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Rebert Ames Bennel's
great war novel

The
Blond Beast

WAR — grim — ghast-
Iy — terrible — yet bright
with the white glory of
heroism, of sacrifice, of in-
«domitable human courage.
A 'story big with romance
and love, vibrant with a
fine outstanding Ameri-
canism. $1.50 net.

At All Booksellers

Reilly & Brition — Publishers - Chicago

Whythe Allies
- Will Win
Is this war 10 be determined by old Furo-
pean formulas™ Or are thew to be new
forees contrulling vidtory and defeal—war
and peace”  If wo, victory is alrendy amsured
for the Alliss. What are these new forces”

This is one of the vital issues you will
find discussd in

The WINNING

OF THE WAR
By Roland G. Usher

Why the Alled victory has been post-
poird —how Germany's invisble army s
maintainel  why the wriginal German cal-
culations have fafted —the essntials of suc-
craful trench warfare- the work of the
submarine -t posibililies of the war's
ending soon - what viclory must mean--
[3 1 aw‘uﬂh' a very few of the big questions
you will And answered in this ook

et 4! to-day ot pour dwlseller™s S

- HARPER & BROTHERS
Establislied 1817,

phary ol b

matenal been so
petfectly portrayedas in this book.
written by a cultured French
officer of infantry. On the one
hand, the recking mud of the
trenches; on the other, a mar-
velous portrayal of the spiritual
emotions, passions and aspirations
ot the soldiers themsclves. Tt is
the new soul ot France speaking
n “COMRADES IN
COURAGE,” by Licut. An-
toine Redier.
All Rouvkstores, Net 31.40

DOUBLEDAY, PAGE & CO.

e e e e e e e et e e

—— ——




